
House Party Kit 

 
I. House Party Fundraising Strategy 
 

Potential Benefits 

1. A well-organized HP brings together 40 people and raises $1,000 from non-
major donors. 

2. No risk to the campaign, because there is no overhead. 
3. Building a network based on personal connections. 
4. Each house party also allows you to ID supporters 
5. It will usually produce a handful of new volunteers  
6. 2 of those should volunteer to host their own party, broadening the circle 
7. A great way to practice speaking 
8. And listen to concerns in the district 

 
Disadvantages 
 

1. It is slow to raise a campaign budget $25 at a time 
2. There is a 3-week lag between when a HP is begun and when it’s done 
3. Organizing these takes the substantial time of a skilled organizer 
4. It takes a lot of time from campaign leaders and candidates who attend 
5. Speaking at a house party requires good listening skills 
6. Setting a high standard of 40 people attending means that these are hard 

work for the hosts 
 
 

II. How to ask someone to host a house party for a candidate 
 

“HI, _____. THIS IS ______. HOW ARE YOU? AS YOU KNOW, I’M RUNNING FOR ________. I’M 

REALLY EXCITED ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN. WE ARE OFF TO A SOLID START AND I NEED YOUR 

HELP TO KEEP THE MOMENTUM UP AND TO MEET NEW PEOPLE. IS THIS AN OK TIME TO TALK 

ABOUT THIS?  
HOSTING A HOUSE PARTY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT WAY MY FRIENDS CAN HELP RIGHT NOW, 
BECAUSE IT WILL RAISE MONEY AND BROADEN MY BASE OF SUPPORT. TO HOST A HOUSE 

PARTY, I AM ASKING HOSTS TO GATHER 40 PEOPLE IN THEIR HOME. TO BE SUCCESSFUL, 
THAT MEANS SENDING INVITATIONS TO AT LEAST DOUBLE THAT NUMBER, AND MAKING 

PHONE CALLS TO GET RSVPS. DOES THIS SOUND LIKE SOMETHING YOU’D LIKE TO DO? 
 
IF YES: ASK THEM TO LOOK AT CALENDER, OFFER DATES 4-5 WEEKS AWAY. OFFER 

URGENCY “MY OPPONENT IS AN ENTRENCHED INCUMBENT SO WE ARE WORKING HARD NOW 

SO I CAN BUILD A STRONG ENOUGH OPERATION TO BEAT HIM.” MAKE SURE YOU LET THEM 

KNOW YOU WILL GET THEM A HOUSE PARTY KIT. 
 
IF UNSURE: ASK WHY, LISTEN AND WORK WITH THEM 



IF NO: ACKNOWLEGE AND REASSURE THAT THERE ARE OTHER WAYS TO BE SUPPORTIVE AND 

ASK IF THEY WOULD CONSIDER HELP IN ANOTHER WAY 
 

III. The Basics 
 

- Each HP yields $1,000 from 40 in the room, each giving $25 
- Leave with a list of volunteers, including new potential HP hosts  
- Campaign’s role includes: recruit host, mail host the HP kit, teach host how to 

organize event, do presentation and pitch at event, collect and record 
contributions, thank each host 

- Campaign’s role is NOT: invite people, mail invites, do the reminder calls, pay 
for the mailing or refreshments 

- Don’t do for others what they can do for themselves: instead put time into 
training each host so s/he can succeed 

- Your first conversation with a potential host should be clear about the 
commitment. Do not talk hosts into hosting a party- it is a lot of work and 
people should want to play this role in the campaign.  

- Keep detailed records with a tracking sheet 
- As the organizer, you have to listen to the hosts, coach them, and hold them 

accountable.  
 

IV.  6 Points of contact and tips 
 

A. The ask: be clear about the commitment and your goals (40 people, $1,000) 
B. Sending the house party kit: include a personal note of thanks for taking this 

on 
C. Check in on the invite list: Make sure people are inviting 100+ people, talk 

them through social groups; friends, acquaintances, neighbors, work, 
members of clubs and groups, church or temple, labor union, social activities, 
school, or professionals they know personally. If struggling to come up with 
enough names, suggest they invite one of their closest invites to co-host with 
them. 

D. Check on the mailing/e-mailing. Make sure to get confirmation that it went 
out 

E. No less than 10 days before the event, check on the RSVP list and encourage 
reminder calls to everyone the host has not heard from 

F. 2 days before, call and go over who is confirmed to be there, any special 
notes regarding those individuals, talk over flow of program 
 
 

V. Sample House Party Kit 
 
Thank you for volunteering to hold a house party for XXXX. House parties are a 
crucial element of our campaign. Each party produces significant contributions and 
new volunteers, including some who will volunteer to host house parties of their 
own. House parties offer one of the few opportunities for folks to feel like they are 



really getting to know a candidate for State Senate in a personal way. And we know 
that when people meet XXXX they almost always leave raving about what a great 
Senator she will be.  
 
Your goal as a house party host is to get 35-40 people to your home to meet XXXX 
and to help us raise $1000 from the people who attend. This means you will have to 
cast a wide net, and often successful hosts start with an invitation list of 100+ 
people.  
 
Hosting a party for XXXX is not very difficult, but will take organization and a 
willingness to reach out to your network. The list of tips in this guide should help 
guarantee success. Of course, the campaign is always available to help field 
questions at XXX-XXX-XXXX or by email: abc@xyz.com 
 
 
Timeline and to-do list 
 
4 to 6 weeks before the event 
______ Confirm the date with the campaign 
______ Set invitation list: gather addresses, e-mails, and phone #s as needed 
______ Draft your invitation 
3 weeks before the event 
______ Send out invitations. Don’t forget to ask for an RSVP 
1 week before the event 
______ Call everyone who has not RSVPd 
______ Keep a list of who’s coming 
______ Prepare and practice you introduction of XXXX 
The week of the event 
______ Remind guests who have said they will come 
______ Prepare your refreshments 
______ Purchase paper napkins, plates etc. as needed 
Day of the event 
______ Have chairs arranged so that the group can gather for conversation 
______ Have a basket prominently displayed with a sign for contributions 
______ Be prepared to greet guests and ask them to sign in (campaign provides sheet) 
______ Formally introduce XXXX before she speaks 
______ Pass out the check envelopes and encourage people to give 
 
Invitation list 
 
Plan to invite around three times the number of people you want to show up. 
Everyone is busy, so about 1/3 of folks will be busy or out of town at any given time. 
Of the remaining set of folks, about ½ of those who can come can be expected to 
have something come up or change their plans at the last minute. In our campaign 
experience, RSVP lists get eroded to about ½ their original size, so we encourage 
you to start with a broad list. 100+ people is optimal.  



But who to invite? 
Friends 
Social Acquaintances 
Neighbors 
People from church or temple 
People from your labor union 
People from school 
People from work or volunteering 
Members of clubs and groups 
People from social activities 
Professionals you know personally 
 
You may want to look at your Christmas card list, or invitation lists from previous 
events. If you get stuck, ask a spouse or close friend to brainstorm in these 
categories with you.  
 
Sample Invitation 
 
Come meet the next State Senator from (City) 
 
(Your Name) invites you to come meet (candidate name) at my home.  
 
Include one or two lines about why you are personally excited about this campaign. 
End this short paragraph with something like “Please come to my home for an hour to 
hear XXXX’s vision for Oregon and find out where she stands on the issues you care 
about.” 
 
What: Fun, food, drinks, and lively discussion with XXXXXX.  
When: 
Where: 
 
Please RSVP at (phone and e-mail) by (date at least 1 week before) 
 
There is no minimum contribution to attend, but please bring your checkbook with 
you. 
 
Refreshments 
 
Food and drink at your house party need not be over the top. The refreshments 
should be easy on you, and your budget. Remember- people don’t attend because of 
the food. They will come because they are interested in XXXX and know that they 
will have a good time finding out more about this race.  
Consider the following easy pairings: 

- Coffee, cake, and fruit 
- Humus, veggies, pita, soda and beer 
- Deli meat and cheese, rolls, spreads, soda 



- Wine, cheese, and nuts 
- Tea, juice, brownies and cookies 

Introduction at the event 

Our plan is always to keep house parties casual and fun- but we need to take time to 
get everyone together for conversation about XXXX, the race, and the issues 
involved. XXXXX will speak for about 10 minutes and then take questions. From our 
experience, the most successful house parties begin with an introduction by the 
host.  

Your friends and family will want to know why you are supporting XXXX for Senate. 
The introduction should include your personal reason and a little bit about XXXX’s 
experience. Feel free to tell a story about your reason for wanting to host this party.  

After being introduced, XXXX will speak and take a few questions. Then she will end 
by giving a brief campaign update and letting everyone know why contributions are 
so important to her success. When she finishes, it will be your job to help pass out 
the envelopes and encourage contributions.  


